CLOWN 
DISTRICT  C( 


\ X 


Health 


Report 


for  the  Year  1940. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

TO  THE 


Clown  Rural  District  Council 

for  the  Year  1940. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  Council. 


A.  H.  WEAR.  M.D.,  B.S , D.P.H,  B.Hy., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

A.  H.  WEAK,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  B.Hy. 

District  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 
W.  J.  GALLAGHER,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I. 

Asst.  Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  F.  TURNER. 


3 


PREFACE. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
CLOWN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mrs.  Wood  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  .Annual  Report  which  lias  been 
arranged  in  accordance  with  Article  14  (3)  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  Order  1926.  The  Ministry  request  that  this  should 
be  as  brief  as  possible  and  confined  to  essential  and  urgent 
matters  which  have  affected  the  Public  Health  during  the  Year. 

The  most  important  social  change  was  the  admission  of 
evacuees  which  caused  the  accommodation  in  the  district  to  be 
strained  to  the  utmost  and,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  child 
population,  infectious  disease  has  been  much  higher. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  with  thanks 
the  assistance  received  during  the  year  from  the  Members  and 
Officials  of  the  Council. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  WEAR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Plealth. 

“ Dale  Close,” 

100,  Chesterfield  Road  South, 

Mansfield. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  17.720 

,,  mid-year  (Registrar-General)  1940  ...  17.770 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  4.853 

Rateable  value  1940  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny-rate  1940  ...  ...  £'^1^ 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

During  the  year,  a large  number  of  evacuees  were  received 
into  this  area.  Unaccompanied  children,  and  mothers  with 
one  or  two  children,  were  easily  billeted  but  the  greatest 
difficulty  was  found  in  finding  accommodation  for  large 
families  as  the  mothers  usually  refused  to  allow  their  children 
to  be  separated. 

By  an  arrangement  with  Blackwell  R.D.  and  Chester- 
field R.D.  Councils,  a hostel  for  difficult  children  was  opened 
at  Amber  House,  Ashover,  and  a smaller  hostel  at  Elm  Tree 
House,  Tibshelf,  for  children  suffering  from  scabies  and  minor 
ailments. 

The  number  treated  at  Elm  Tree  House  from  this  area 
was  very  small. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS.  Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

: — Legitimate  291 
Illegitimate  13 

162  129  (Birth-rate  per  1,000 

8 5 -1  of  the  estimated  resi- 

dent population  17.10 

Stillbirths  .. 

. ...  ...  10 

6 

4 (Rate  per  1,000  total 
< (live  and  still)  births 
(32.89 

Total.  M. 

F. 

DEATHS. 

214  115 

99 

Crude  Death-rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  11.81 

Death-rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor,  13.1. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Heading  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  ; — 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  — — 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  causes  — — 


Total 


Death-rath  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  74.00 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  77-00 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

Deaths  from  ; — 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 


Birth-rate,  Death-rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year  1940. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  changes  or  developments  have  been  made  in 
connection  with  laboratory  facilities.  The  number  of  types 
of  specimens  dealt  with  by  the  Count}'  Laboratories  were  as 
follows  : — 


Enterica  ; — 

Positive. 

Neg.itive. 

Total. 

Typhoid,  Para-Typhoid  A & B 

...  — 

— 

— 

Gaertner,  Dysentery,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

32 

II4 

146 

Phthisis 

I 

16 

17 

Water 

MILK 

,,  T.B.  inoculation  sent  from 

I 

I 

2 

Ministry  of  Agriculture 

— 

4 

4 

,,  Routine  Samples 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Methylene  Blue  Test 

— 

I 

I 

,,  Bacteria  Content 

• •• 

3 

3 

,,  Bacillus  Coli 

— ■ 

1 

I 

Miscellaneous 

— 

8 

8 

34 

00 

182 

s 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  County  Council  in 
pursuance  of  Section  57  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929, 
or  Section  307  or  320  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Water. 

The  supply  of  water  continues  to  be  satisfactory  being 
of  good  quality,  constant  and  sufficient.  It  contains  but  a 
small  portion  of  solids  and  is  of  a total  hardness  of  18%. 

During  the  year  a Wallace  & Tiernan  Chlorinator  and 
Hypochlorinator  have  been  installed  at  the  Hodthorpe 
Pumping  Station. 

After  being  in  use  for  some  little  time  a sample  was 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  who  reported  that  same 
contained  no  free  Chlorine. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  to  the  mains. 


Drainage  and  Sewarage, 

No  new  Sewers  have  been  laid.  The  spare  ground  at 
all  Sewage  W orks  was  utilised  for  the  production  of  food,  a 
very  good  crop  of  potatoes  being  obtained. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  in  use  at 
end  of  1940. 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  3j553 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  730 

Privy  Middens  ...  ...  ...  661 


Conversions. 

There  were  no  conversions  carried  out  during  1940. 


Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year  the  Freighters  have  covered  a distance 
of  18,008  miles  in  the  execution  of  their  duties  in  connection 
with  the  scavenging  of  the  District,  and  removed  3,059  loads 
of  refuse. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

275  Visits  were  paid  to  shops  and  offices  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff.  No  action  was  taken  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Shop  Acts,  1934,  and  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936. 


Camping  Sites. 

No  licenses  have  been  issued  by  this  Council  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  no  sites  have 
been  used  for  Camping  purposes. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  and  subse- 
quently disinfected. 

a.  Council  Houses  ...  2 

b.  Other  Houses  ...  5 

Full  particulars  of  the  method  used,  &c.,  for  the 
eradication  of  bed  bugs  was  fully  given  in  my  report  two 
years  ago. 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  tlie  following  houses  have  been  erected  ; — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  Nil. 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  3 

Apart  from  Informal  Notices  and  Statutory  Notices 
served  for  repairs  very  little  housing  work  has  been  done. 
Fortunately,  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme  was  practically 
completed  before  the  beginning  of  the  War. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  with  regard  to  the 
wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  or  brought  into 
the  district. 

There  are  74  cowsheds,  dairies  and  milkshops,  and  112 
visits  were  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff. 


Meat  Supply. 

The  meat  for  this  area  is  now  slaughtered  and  dis- 
tributed from  the  Public  Abattoir,  Chesterfield. 


The  Midland  Bacon  Factory  is,  however,  visited  daily. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during:  the  year  1940. 


II 
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PREVALENCE  of,  and  CONTROL  over 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Immunisation. 

In  the  Autumn,  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  Circular 
2230,  in  which  they  asked  for  a special  effort  to  be  made  by 
Local  Authorities  to  immunise  as  many  children  as  possible 
against  Diphtheria. 

Advertisements  were  placed  in  the  press,  all  the  parents 
of  school  children  were  circularised,  and  also  the  mothers 
attending  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

60  per  cent,  of  the  parents  in  this  area  gave  their 
consent. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  carry  out  the 
immunisation  early  in  1941. 


I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever. 

44  cases  were  notified  which  shows  an  increase  of  20 
over  the  previous  year.  From  the  table  it  will  be  noted  that 
the  disease  was  most  prevalent  at  Creswell.  No  deaths 
occurred. 


Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  57,  as  against  20  last 
year.  All  were  removed  to  hospital.  One  child  died  after  a 
tracheotomy. 

Antotoxin  is  supplied  free  to  the  Medical  Practitioners. 
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C.  S.  M. 

All  the  seven  cases  notified  were  removed  to  hospital. 
One  death  occurred. 


Measles. 

555  notifications  were  received.  In  spite  of  this  high 
number  there  were  no  deaths.  The  disease  was  of  a mild 
type  which,  fortunately,  was  at  its  highest  during  the  summer 
months. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  54  notifications  received.  One  death 
occurred. 


Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  was  notified.  Eventually  the  boy,  an 
evacuee,  was  admitted  into  Bretby  Hall  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
for  treatment. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the 
year  : — 


The  phthisis  death-rate  is  .56  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
tuberculosis  deaths  is  i to  6. 

Two  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  which  had  not 
previously  been  notified. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Name  of  Inspector,  W.  J.  Gallagher. 

Area  of  district,  13,436  acres. 

Estimated  number  of  houses,  4,961. 

New  houses  erected  1940:  (a)  By  Local  Authority — Nil. 

(b)  By  private  enterprise — 3. 


Number  of 
Inspections 
made  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Closets  and  Ashpits  : 

Number  of 
lufurmal 
Notices 
served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Legal 
Notices 
served  by 
Local 
Authoi  ity 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  with 
or  without 
Notice 

Defective  privies,  pail  closets 
& ashpits  (not  for  conversion) 

212 

44 

207 

Conversion  of  privies  into  wc’s 
Conversion  of  pail  closets  into 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

w.c’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Conversion  of  privies  into  pail 
closets 

_ 

_ 

Defective  water  closets 

38 

31 

— 

38 

Provision  of  additional  w.c’s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Provision  of  portable  ashbins 

69 

34 

— 

69 

Dirty  closets  ... 

6 

6 

— 

6 

Drainage  : 

No  disconnection  of  waste  pipe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  waste  pipes,  traps, 
inlets  and  drains 

17 

10 



17 

Drains  obstructed 

51 

43 

— 

51 

Other  Defects  : 

Paving  of  courts  and  yards  ... 
Roofs,  eaves  spouts  and  down 

2 

2 

2 

spouts 

24 

17 

— 

20 

Sinks  ...  ... 

19 

13 

— 

17 

Insufficient  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i6 

Number  of  Number  of 

Number  of  Infoimal  Lc}<al  Number  of 

Inspections  Notices  Notices  Nuisances 


made  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

Other  Defects — Continued. 

served  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector 

served  by 
Local 
Authority 

abated  with 
or  without 
Notice. 

Windows  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dampness 

4 

3 

— 

3 

Water  in  cellars 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Water  supply 

3 

2 

— 

2 

Over-crowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  condition  of  houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  accumulations 

I 

I 

— 

I 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

I 

I 

— 

I 

Smoke  Nuisances 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Urinals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuisances  not  specified  above 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

••  i49 

207 

436 

Nimiber 

on 

Register 

Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  24 

Inspections 

made 

112 

Notices 

served 

4 

Nuisances 
abated  with 
or  without 
Notice 

4 

Bakehouses 

9 

17 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

13 

304 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

66 

433 

4 

4 

W.  J.  GALLAGHER, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


